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The WUWC submitted a comment letter to the Task Force on July 31, 2009, setting forth four
elements that we believe should have been included in the framework. These include: 1) as a
general matter, the WUWC supports the development of comprehensive resource management
programs that clearly define federal objectives and requirements while recognizing the rights and
responsibilities of various parties, including state and local government, who participate in, and
are affected by, the program; 2) noting that long-term commitmenis will likely be necessary, the
WUWC supports the establishment of a consensus-based mechanism for adjusting the program
when nonfederal parties are involved or affected by federal action; 3) recognizing that the issue
of how to identify the legitimatc preference for certain marine uses over and above competing
uses, the WUWC recommends that the clear priority be recognized for drinking water supply;
and 4) the WUWC supports an ocean policy in general, and marine spatial planning program in
particular, that accommodates stakeholder and public involvement at every stage.

Our letter also included a list of nine specific issues for the Task Force to consider: 1) control of
invasive species, including those that travel through ocean waters to fresh water; 2) protection of
water rights and supplies that otherwise reach coastal waters; 3) protection of interstate compacts
and obligations thereunder; 4) the need to honor the seven-state agreement on the Colorado
River, including the storage/release criteria; 5) the need to abide by and honor NPDES limits in
permits and the infrastructure investments made to meet the same; 6) exploration of the use of
the “net environmental benefit” concept in ecosystem protection; 7) examination of desalination
opportunities and brine disposal technologies; 8) respect for “local” land use decision-making;
and 9) increased efforts and financing for studies and data gathering with respect to ocean
conditions and activities, and the impact on anadromous fish runs, and, to the extent effected,
pelagic organisms.

On October 16, 2009, the WUWC submitted comments in response to the September 2009 Task
Forcc Interim Report, stressing the need for integration of rivers and watercourses into the
overall framework and reiterating the policy points made above.

The WUWC again commends the Task Force for issuing the December 2009 Interim
Framework, which focuses extensively on the concept of coastal and marine spatial planning
(CMSP), one of the nine priority objcctives proposed n the September 2009 Interim Report.

The WUWC supports the findings and proposcd process set forth in the Interim Framework. We
are encouraged 1o sce the inclusion of land-based activities and their relationship to CMSP
included for consideration in the Interim Framework. Unless the rivers and watercourses that
connect 1o our oceans and coasts arc covered by the policy initiatives of the Task Force, it will be
far more difficult to achicve the goals set forth for oceans and coasts. The WUWC also supports
the recognition that protecting the quality of our rivers and watersheds is an independently
significant goal. The WUWC agrees with the Framework that there is sufficient legal authority
to implement marine spatial planning.






