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March 25, 2019 

Hon. Martha McSally, Chairman 
Water and Power Subcommittee 
U.S. Senate Committee on Energy & Natural Resources 
B40D Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Hon. Catherine Cortez Masto, Ranking Member 
Water and Power Subcommittee 
U.S. Senate Committee on Energy & Natural Resources 
516 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C.  20510 

Re: Colorado River Basin Drought Contingency Plans (DCP) 

Dear Chairman McSally and Ranking Member Cortez Masto: 

The Western Urban Water Coalition (WUWC) appreciates the opportunity to express its strong 
support for the Colorado River Basin Drought Contingency Plans (DCP) and commends the 
States, the Bureau of Reclamation, Tribal governments, and the key water contractors for 
achieving agreement through broad-based collaboration to establish a program for managing this 
vitally important river system.  We urge Congress to act expeditiously to enact legislation to 
implement the DCP. 

Established in 1992 to address the West’s unique water supply and water quality challenges, the 
WUWC consists of the largest urban water utilities in the West, serving more than 40 million 
western water consumers in major metropolitan areas in seven Western states.  WUWC includes 
the following urban water utilities:  

• Arizona – Central Arizona Project, City of Phoenix and Salt River Project; 
• California – Eastern Municipal Water District, Los Angeles Department of Water and 

Power, The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California, San Diego County Water 
Authority, Santa Clara Valley Water District, and City and County of San Francisco 
Public Utilities Commission; 

• Colorado – Aurora Water, Colorado Springs Utilities, and Denver Water; 
• Nevada – Las Vegas Valley Water District, Southern Nevada Water Authority, and 

Truckee Meadows Water Authority; 
• New Mexico – Albuquerque Bernalillo County Water Utility Authority; 
• Utah – Salt Lake City Department of Public Utilities; and 
• Washington – Seattle Public Utilities. 
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The WUWC is committed to presenting a new and different perspective on the management of 
water resources in the modern West.  The WUWC articulates the needs and values of Western 
cities to provide a reliable, high quality, sustainable urban water supply for present and future 
generations.  As operators of public water supply systems, WUWC members serve the health, 
environmental, and economic needs of their communities around the clock and every day of the 
year.  WUWC advocates for effective and practicable approaches to environmental protection 
programs at a time when water is becoming more scarce and critical to the economic growth, 
natural resource sustainability, and quality-of-life in the Western states.  The DCP is a classic 
example of the importance of innovative and collaborative management of water resources to the 
sustainability and resilience of the infrastructure and economy of the West.   

The WUWC is in strong support of federal legislation to implement the DCP.  The WUWC has 
carefully tracked the development of this agreement over many years, and several of its members 
are major urban water supply utilities in the Upper and Lower Basin of the River who have 
participated in negotiations to develop the DCP that is now subject to your consideration.  The 
Colorado River is essential to the economy and quality-of-life of these urban areas, and the 
sustained drought conditions on the River since 2000 are placing at risk the continued 
availability of drinking water to the tens of millions of residents of these cities, as well as other 
users.  The WUWC urges Congress to act expeditiously to enact federal legislation to implement 
the DCP.  We specifically support and request enactment of the legislative text (attached), which 
reflects the consensus provision developed by the seven Colorado River Basin states. 

It is particularly important to put the DCP into effect immediately, without delay.  The DCP has 
already gone through years of complex negotiation and review by all of the key stakeholders, and 
the basic impacts of implementation are known and overwhelmingly positive.  Adding further 
layers of procedural review would not add any meaningful elements to the DCP, while depriving 
the Colorado River system of critically important management measures that must be in place 
prior to the August 2019 determinations of operations for Lake Powell and Lake Mead in 2020.  
The DCP is the product of unprecedented collaboration, cooperation, and sacrifice among the 
many parties with interests in the Colorado, and the hard-won agreements that serve as the basis 
for the DCP could be undone if action is not taken now.  Implementation of the DCP without 
delay has broad support by NGOs, including the strong support by American Rivers, the 
Environmental Defense Fund, the National Audubon Society, the Theodore Roosevelt 
Conservation Partnership and Trout Unlimited.  Please support the DCP with Congressional 
ratification, and in doing so, help ensure the long-term viability of the Colorado River system.   

Thank you for the opportunity to provide this letter of support.  If you have any questions 
regarding these comments, please contact me at 202-654-6234 or dbaur@perkinscoie.com. 

Very truly yours, 

 
Donald C. Baur 
National Counsel 
Western Urban Water Coalition 








